
This is a beautiful picture of our solar system published by James Reynolds 
and drawn by John Emslie. You can see the Sun at the centre and the tracks 
of the planets where they orbit around it.
What is really special about this diagram is that it uses coloured tissue paper 
laid over cut card. The Sun and all the planets are translucent coloured paper. 
It’s an educational diagram and when it was published in 1851, families could 
hold it in front of a candle and enjoy how the details glowed against the black 
background.
© The Board of Trustees of the Science Museum, London

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Create you own transparent artwork

1. 
Sketch your 

simple 
design on 

dark paper 
or card. 

2. 
Cut out the 
first piece 

you’d like to 
make 

transparent 
and glue 

tissue paper 
in its place.

3. 
Repeat, 

cutting and 
gluing, until 

all your 
cutout 

pieces are 
filled.

Materials: Sheet of card or strong paper, pen 
or pencil, coloured tissue paper, or make your 
own by colouring tracing paper with felt-tip, 
glue stick, scissors or craft knife for an adult.

4. Turn 
over your 
artwork, 

hold it up 
against the 

light and 
enjoy!

INSPIRATION INSTRUCTIONS

A painting of a feature called a sunspot made 160 years ago by
engineer, astronomer and artist, James Nasmyth. He observed the
Sun through a telescope that he designed and built himself. On the
left-hand side he has drawn the Earth to show how vast the
sunspot is relative to our planet.

Discover the Science Museum art collection. 

Discover how the Sun looks today.
Find out more about our missions to study the 
Sun.
NEVER LOOK DIRECTLY AT THE SUN. IT WILL 
DAMAGE YOUR EYES.

Read a poem.
The Juggler of Day
by Emily Dickinson

Blazing in gold and quenching in purple,
Leaping like leopards to the sky,
Then at the feet of the old horizon
Laying her spotted face, to die;

(first verse)
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’Draw the Sun’ 
by Geraldine Cox, Dr Ravi Desai and Dr Katy Barrett.

‘Our Needs Hourly’ by Geraldine Cox, tissue paper on paper.

https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/
https://sdo.gsfc.nasa.gov/data
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/sunearth/missions/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://www.findingpatterns.info/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/people/ravindra.desai
https://www.spoonsontrays.com/

